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The 2024 
election had 
some unusual 
features. It 
was also a 
classic 
referendum on 
the party in the 
White House.

The conditions of the country 
favored the party-out-of-power.

The most salient issues favored 
the party-out-of-power, although 
some favored the party-in-power.

The major party candidates had 
off-setting weaknesses.



Ohio Harris and Trump Voters wanted to win the 
presidential election--but for different reasons
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CONDITIONS ISSUES CANDIDATES

IMPACT OF CONDITIONS, ISSUES, AND CANDIDATES:
HARRIS AND TRUMP VOTERS 
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Voters Differ on Many Policy Issues
But Are Not Always Fully Polarized

ECONOMIC POLICY
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Voters Had Highly Polarized Views on 
Threats to Democracy 

TRUMP: THREATS TO DEMOCRACY
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Looking 
toward the 
future

• Ohio Republicans gained from the conditions 
of the country. It is unclear if these conditions 
will persist—but if so, Republicans may face 
similar difficulties.

• Differences on many issues are likely to 
persist beyond 2024 in Ohio, creating an 
opportunity for competitive elections.

• Candidate quality still matters, and off-
setting weaknesses of the major party 
candidates may not persist in the future.

• The major party coalitions are in flux. The 
Republicans have made an initial adjustment.  
Democrats now have an opportunity to 
respond.
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